Geriatric trauma.
Elderly individuals not only live longer but are also more active than in the past. Accompanying this increase in activity is the number of older trauma victims. The effect of aging on response to injury is reviewed, and the initial evaluation and treatment of geriatric trauma are delineated in this article. Specific injuries of note include head and chest wall injury; pulmonary and cardiac contusion; abdominal trauma; and aortic, spinal, and musculoskeletal injury.